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Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. -At the quarterly

meeting of the Comitia Majora, held on Monday, the 17th
inst., the following gentlemen, having undergone the necessary
examinations for the diploma, were admitted Members of the
College :-

BEALE, Dr., Carey-street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields.
HEwITT, Dr., Radnor-place, Hyde-park.
JACKSON, Dr. JOHN, late of Bengal Medical Staff.

Also Dr. MOFFITT, R.N., after passing the usual examina-
tions, was admitted an Extra-Licentiate.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The following gen-

tlemen, having undergone the necessary examinations for the
Diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the meet-
ing of the Court of Examiners on the 14th inst.:-

BENNETT, WM. HENRY RENNIE, St. John’s, Newfoundland.
BOND, FRANCIS THOMAS, Weymouth.
GODRICH, HENRY, West Brompton.
HEATH, CHRISTOPHER, Gordon-square.
HORAN, JOHN, Carrick-on-Shannon.
LANSDOWN, FRANCIS FOOLE, Bristol.
MAY, EDWARD HENRY, Great Trinity-lane.
MITCHELL, JOHN FREDERICK, Cardigan.
ORANGE, WILLIAM, Torquay, Devonshire.
RICHARDS, DAVID, Llandovery.
ROBERTS, THOMAS LEWIS, Aberystwith.
SCOTT, FRANCIS, Crondall, Hampshire.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of Medi-
eine, and received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, March 6tla, 1856.
ATKINSON, JOHN, Army.
CASTON, THOMAS GEORGE BROOK, Cambridgeshire.
DAVIES, OwEN, Cardigan.
EDGEWORTH, THOMAS FRANCIS, Bristol.
EGERTON, JOHN ROBINSON, Lancashire.
GREENWOOD, JOSEPH HAMERTON, Shanghai.
SANKEY, RICHARD HENRY H., Littlemore, Oxford.
WILSON, ROBERT, Fivemiletown, Ireland.

Thursday, March 13th, 1856.
CARPENTER, JOHN WILLIAM, Paradise-street, Lambeth.
FOWLER, JOSEPH THOMAS, Winderton, Lincolnshire.
HEAD, RICHARD LovEL BLUETT, Falmouth, Cornwall.
MURIEL, CHARLES EvANS, Ely, Cambridgeshire.
MUSTARD, JOHN.
THOROWGOOD, JOHN CHARLES, Totteridge, Herts.

EAST INDIA COMPANY’S SERVICE.&mdash;The following is a
list of the Assistant-Surgeons who have passed the last ex-
amination for the East India Company’s Service,

DARBY, EDMUND, M.D., M.R.C.S. Eng.
POWELL, FRANK, M.B., M. R. C. S. Eng.
DIXON, E. L., M.R.C.S. Eng.
INCE, JOHN, M.D., M.R.C.S. Eng.
PETTINGAL, FREDERICK J., M.R.C.S. Eng.
JONES, JOHN, M.R.C.S. Eng.
BROWN, JAMES, B.A., M.R.C.S. Ireland. ’

BATSON, ROBERT S., M.R.C.S. Ireland.
JAMES, W. H., F.R.C.S. Ireland.
JOYNT, C., M.D., M.R.C.S. Eng.
CATES, W. E., M.R.C.S. Eng.
FRASER, JAMES J.,M.R.C.S. Eng.
WRIGHT, THOMAS P., M. R. C. S. Eng.
CHAVASSE, C. N., M.R.C.S. Eng.
DALLAS, ALEXANDER, M. R. C. S. Eng.
WILKELLY, CHARLES, M.B., F. R. C. S. Ireland.
WOODWARD, THOMAS H., M. R. C. S. Eng.
BIDEE, GEORGE, M.B., M.R.C.S. Edin.
REED, JOHN G., M. R. C. S. Eng.
BUSH, M. J. S., M.R.C.S. Eng.
HENDERSON, JOHN, M.D. Edin.
BLOOMFIELD, ANDREW, M.R.C.S. Eng.
Ross, J. H. M’G., M.D., M.R.C.S. Edin.
DONNELLY, JOHN M’G., M.D. Cork.
CRUICKSHANK, JOHN, M. D., M.R.C.S. Edin.
EVES, CHARLES T., M. R. C. S. Eng.
KINGSTONE, HENRY C., M.B., M. R. C. S. Ireland.
RIDINGS. JAMES S.. M.R.C.S. Eng.

HEFFERNAN, JAMES J., M.R.C.S. Ireland.
BRIGSTOCK, NEWTON, M.R.C.S. Eng.
M’CONNELL, ROBERT, M.R.C.S. Ireland.
TRIMNELL, D. W., M.R.C.S. Eng.
COLSTON, CHARLES K., M.R.C.S. Eng.
OGILVIE, CHARLES F., M.D., M.R.C.S. Edin.
BURROWS, EDMUND P., M. R. C. S. Eng.
COLVILLE, WILLIAM H., M.R.C.S. Eng.
JOHNSON, CHARLES, M.R.C.S. Eng.

THE RUSSELL INSTITUTION.-On Tuesday evening,
Mr. George F. Ansell, of the Panopticon, delivered the first of
a course of lectures at this institution; and as the subject is of
general interest, we will just allude to some of the leading
facts. The lecturer confined himself to Sir Humphrey Davy’s
discoveries of the alkali metals and aluminium, and after
experimentally illustrating the processes used by Sir H. Davy
in eliminating the alkali metals, briefly described their leading
properties, and entered at some length upon the affinities of those
metals for oxygen, showing that they seized it with avidity
from water, and even carbonic acid (burning in both just as a
candle burns in atmospheric air), setting free the hydrogen and
carbon from each compound; then demonstrating the force
with which sodium combines with chlorine, (by burning sodium
in chlorine gas,) with a view to describing Mr. Deville’s process
of eliminating aluminium from substances containing it. Mr.
Ansell, after describing Sir H. Davy’s process, very carefully
repeated Mr. Deville’s experiment in this manner :-Hydrogen
was generated by the usual means, dried very carefully, and
carried into a glass tube, upon which two bulbs had been
blown. Into the first bulb he placed some sesquichloride of
aluminium, into the second some clean and bright sodium.
Now the hydrogen was kept continually passing over both
these substances +hroughout the whole operation. Everything
being ready, the lecturer heated the bulb containing the
sodium, and when the metal began to volatilize, (it was in-
teresting to see the deep-purple vapour,) he commenced warm-
ing the second, or rather first, bulb, containing the chloride of
aluminium, which seemed to volatilize very readily, and was
swept forward by the current of dry hydrogen over the melted
sodium, which immediately took fire, and burned at the ex-
pense of the chlorine of the chloride of aluminium, and the
aluminium, now robbed of its chlorine, was left in the bulb in
the place of the sodium, in small globules, which were shown
to the audience. Upon the table were some remarkably
beautiful specimens of aluminium and sodium, also a fine piece
of cryolite, from which Dr. Perry has so successfully prepared
aluminium. Amongst the most elegant properties of this new
metal are its lightness and the beauty of its musical note, which
will doubtless, when the metal is cheaper, bring it into general
use for bells; and the lecturer, alluding to its rigidity, thought
it probable that it might, at no very distant period, be used
for manufacturing the tubes and works of telescopes, micro-

scopes, &c., and mentioned that it was already in use for
_ making the small weights used by chemists in scientific in-

vestigations, although he much doubted the wisdom of such an
application, since the metal oxidizes in the atmosphere. The
lecture seemed to excite very general interest, and was well
attended.

APPOINTMENTS.&mdash; Mr. Charles London Bloxam, late
Demonstrator of Chemistry in King’s College, London, has
been recently elected Professor of Practical Chemistry to
King’s College, and Lecturer on Chemistry to the Royal Mili-
tary Academy, Woolwich.&mdash;Mr. F. H. Wilson lies has been
appointed Resident House-Surgeon and Apothecary to the
Western General Dispensary, New-road, Marylebone.
POISONING BY ACONITE.&mdash;James M’Call and Samuel

Townley Connor have been found guilty of the manslaughter
of Captain A. Kent, through carelessness or ignorance in gubsti-
tuting for tincture of chirayita, the root of aconite. They have
been sentenced to four years’ imprisonment.
BIRTH OF FOUR CHILDREN.&mdash;Mrs. Sherratt, wife of

John Sherratt, porter, of Newton-street, Brook-street, Chorl-
ton-upon-Medlock, has been lately delivered, by Mr. A. W.
Close, M. R. C. S., of four living children, three girls and one boy.
THE CHATHAM POISONING.&mdash;Messrs. Turner and Bed-

well have been found not guilty of the death of Private Stenson.
On Mr. Rose attempting to address the jury in defence, the
foreman expressed his opinion that the case ought not to have
been brought before them, and the jury at once returned the
above verdict. Baron Alderson expressed his regret at hearing
that Mr. Bedwell had lost his situation, and considered it a
very unjust thing. He ordered both prisoners to be discharged.
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MURDER AND SUICIDE WITH CHLOROFORM.&mdash;A letter
from Potsdam, of March 7, in the Spener Gazette, says " The
news of a most tragical event has just been circulated. The

surgeon-dentist Jameson, who some time since quitted Ecenis-
berg to establish himself in Berlin, arrived yesterday with his
wife and two children, one seven and the other eleven years of
age, at an hotel of this city. At two in the afternoon, the
landlord, being astonished that none of his newly-arrived guests
made their appearance, broke open the door in the presence of
a police-agent. He found Jameson, his wife, and two children,
all dead. The unhappy man had killed his wife and children
with chloroform, and after laying them out all three upon the
bed, he had sat down upon the sofa and destroyed himself."
SPONTANEOUS FRACTURE OF THE FEMUR.&mdash;A man,

aged sixty-four, named Stephen Fry, residing in the Bourn, in
Aldershot parish, who had been suffering from rheumatism for
three years past, broke his right thigh lately in attempting to
turn in bed. He still lies in a very precarious state.
LowESTOFT MEDICAL DISTRICT.-The Poor-law Com-

missioners have refused to confirm the appointment of Mr. J.
W. Dew, of Malton, Yorkshire, to the vacancy occurring in
the above district, by the resignation of Mr. D. Meadows,
owing to Mr. Dew not possessing the necessary qualifications.
A new election will shortly take place.

RESIGNATION.&mdash;Mr. Bissell, surgeon, has resigned the
registrarship of births and deaths for the Sleaford district,
which he had held for some years.
VERDICT AGAINST A MEDICAL MAN IN PARIS FOR

THEFT.&mdash;The Paris papers state that a medical practitioner of
that city, whose name is Rouvreuze, has just been convicted of
theft upon a patient whom he was examining, and sentenced
to six years’ imprisonment. It is, however, right to add, that
the individual in question is one of those who disgrace their
profession by the most shameful quackery. M. Rouvreuze was

engaged by a chemist, who sells the nostrums of the late noto-
rious Raspail, and was paid &pound;50 a-year, and a share in the

profit upon the medicines, for prescribing in the back parlour of
the shop.
THE DISTRICT PAROCHIAL MEDICAL STAFF OF ST.

PANCRAS.-At length the parochial authorities in St. Pancras
have listened to the oft-repeated complaints and grievances of
their district medical officers, and made a very appropriate
rise in their salaries from &pound;100 a-year to &pound;180; that amount,
of course,-as did the old stipend,-to include drugs, &c., and
the assistance of the whole staff whenever called upon by the
officer of health for their services, which would be, of course,
in case of the outbreak of an epidemic, or when the officer of
health required statistical reports of the sanitary condition of
the various districts in the parish. Under the old system the
district officers received one penny farthing per case, and for
that they had to give attendance at the homes of the patients,
supply medicines, &c. The district staff comprises five mem-
bers-viz., Mr. H. G. VTildbore, Mr. William Adarus, Mr.
Henry Jefferies, Mr. Maurice Davis, and Mr. Henry Sutherin.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING

MARCH 15.-The deaths registered in London rose from 1029
and 1082 in the two previous weeks to 1118 in the week that
ended last Saturday. If the rate of mortality had been the
same last week as it was, taking the average, in the corre-

sponding weeks of the ten years 1846-55, it would have pro-
duced 1296 deaths, which is more by 178 than the number
actually returned. These results show that the public health
is comparatively good ; though the cold weather has had some
effect in raising the mortality, and it probably accords with
common experience that influenza and other catarrhal com-
plaints prevail at this time to an extent greater than can be
discovered in the returns of deaths. Of the 1118 deaths 563
were those of males, and 555 of females. From diseases of the
respiratory organs the deaths in the preceding week were 191;
last week they were 223, of which 101 were caused by bron-
chitis, 92 by pneumonia, 9 by asthma, the remainder by
laryngitis, pleurisy, and "disease" of the lungs. Phthisis was
fatal in the two weeks in 129 and 148 cases; influenza last
week in 2, croup in 7, hooping-cough in 47 cases. Forty-five
persons died of typhus and common fever; 18 of those in the
East districts, where fever, especially in Whitechapel North,
appears to be prevalent. Of 10 deaths recorded in the sub-
district mentioned, 6 were from "febris," 4 of which occurred
in the Whitechapel Workhouse. Of 9 deaths in the sub-dis-
trict of Ratcliff, 1 was from hooping-cough, 1 from measles,
and 3 from scarlatina. The widow of a farmer, aged 56 years,
died in St. Luke’s Workhouse of " fever and destitution."

Four children died of measles in Poplar; 3 of these in the
Workhouse. Eight deaths from typhus occurred in the Lon-
don Fever Hospital. The body of a man who had died of
typhus in Cupland-street, Marylebone, was kept without
burial for a fortnight, in consequence of the poverty of his
relatives. Two women had arrived at the age of 93 years,
one at 95 years, and one is stated to have been 104 years old.
These four aged persons were all widows. The centenarian
died at 3, Hutchison-street, Aldgate, on the 10th March ; she
was a native of Prussia, but had been in this country several
years. Mr. Spencer, the Registrar, adds, that she enjoyed
good health, and the use of her faculties to the last.

Obituary.
DR. BRITTON (ONE OF NELSON’S SURGEONS.)-A card with

the following announcement reached the writer of this brief
and imperfect sketch of the biography of an excellent man, on
Sunday last :-" In memory of the late Simon Gage Britton,
M.D., who died on the 6th of March, 1856, aged 73." Dr.
Britton was a surgeon in the Royal Navy, 1806, and took his
degree of M.D. at St. Andrew’s. Amongst other appointments,
he served the office of Acting Surgeon on board H. M. S. Pickle,
during the memorable battle in which England’s bravest naval
hero fell. Mr. Britton, then an assistant-surgeon in the navy,
volunteered his services on board the Victory, which were
accepted, it being the duty of the little Pickle to sail round the
fleet, and to carry despatches, &c. Some time after the Peace
of 1814, Mr. Britton commenced practice as a surgeon in his
native city of Bristol, and resided for several years in St. Paul’s-
street, Portland-square, where he attained great celebrity in
his profession. During the years 1819 and 1820 the writer o
this memento had the happiness of living in his domestic circle,
in the capacity of an assistant. Mr. Britton married the only
child of the Rev. Thomas Hopkins, and has left a daughter
and two sons, both of whom are distinguished scholars and
clergymen of the Church of England. Dr. Britton left Bristol
several years since, and retired to Newport, near Barnstable,
where, for some time, he gave his advice gratuitously. Here,
again, his success in the treatment of disease became widely
spread, when he found himself drawn reluctantly into an ex-
tensive practice as a physician. At the urgent request of Earl
Fortescue, and others, he allowed himself to be elected physi-
cian to the North Devon Infirmary; advancing years, and
impaired health obliged him to retire from this office, when he
was elected consulting-physician to the same institution. He
lived to a good old age, highly respected, and rendered ample
service to his country and to his kindred. His end was peace.
&mdash;From a Correspondent.

MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK.

MONDAY, MARCH 24 ... -

C’EoTAL FREE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL. - Operations,
2 P.M.

TUESDAY, MARCH 35...-{GUYS HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.3x.ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY OFLONDON.&mdash;8&frac12; P.M.

WEDNESDAY, MAB. 26 -

(ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.
! UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations,’I 2 P.M.
; NORTH LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY.&mdash;7&frac12; P.3r.
{ HUNTERIAN SOCIETY.-8 P.m. Dr. Habershon,
; "On Some Cases of Suppuration in the Abdo-
I minal Parietes communicating with the Colon."
lMICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY.-8 P.M.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27 {
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 12a P.M.) ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P,M.
) CENTRAL LONDON OrSTHALMIO HOSPITAL. -

Operations, 1 r.M.

FRIDAY, MARCH 28 .....

{OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS. - Opera-
tions, 10 A.M.

LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 r.M.WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HospiTAL. -Opera-
’ tions, 1&frac12; P.M.

WESTERN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OFI LONDON.&mdash;8 r.M. Mr. Barnes, " On Perforating
L Ulcer of the Rectum."

I
SATURDAY, MARCH 29 {

I

(CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.-Operations, 13a P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M. ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.
; ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12;

P.MKING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
LMEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M.


